racial disparities in palliative care for Asian Americans were evident, Asian Americans were underrepresented in palliative research. Future research effort should be directed toward the development of culturally sensitive palliative care services and policies that reduce racial and ethnic specific barriers. Homelessness is a critical social problem for this nation. It takes a tremendous toll on individuals and families who live without stable shelter, adequate food, and personal security, as well as strains the societal resources. The mean age of death for people experiencing homelessness has been reported to be age 50, far less than the 76 years that is the average for Arkansas. This study investigates the sociodemographic, behavioral and health-related data of 331 adults experiencing homelessness in Central Arkansas. Data was collected by structured interviews during recent homeless counts. Participants ranged in age from 18 to 70, with quartiles established for ages 18-35, 36-45, 46-55 and 56 -70. Sociodemographic comparisons of the groups included education, income, months homeless, work and veteran status, behavioral variables included alcohol use and drug abuse, whereas health-related comparisons included reported diabetes, heart disease, diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease, problems with hearing, vision, walking as well as mental health including anxiety and depression; in addition, medication procurement and available assistance from family and friends were compared. Preliminary results suggest significant differences, as well as some similarities, among the four age quartiles. Analyses are on-going.
Homelessness is a critical social problem for this nation. It takes a tremendous toll on individuals and families who live without stable shelter, adequate food, and personal security, as well as strains the societal resources. The mean age of death for people experiencing homelessness has been reported to be age 50, far less than the 76 years that is the average for Arkansas. This study investigates the sociodemographic, behavioral and health-related data of 331 adults experiencing homelessness in Central Arkansas. Data was collected by structured interviews during recent homeless counts. Participants ranged in age from 18 to 70, with quartiles established for ages 18-35, 36-45, 46-55 and 56 -70 . Sociodemographic comparisons of the groups included education, income, months homeless, work and veteran status, behavioral variables included alcohol use and drug abuse, whereas health-related comparisons included reported diabetes, heart disease, diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease, problems with hearing, vision, walking as well as mental health including anxiety and depression; in addition, medication procurement and available assistance from family and friends were compared. Preliminary results suggest significant differences, as well as some similarities, among the four age quartiles. Analyses are on-going. Applying theories of lifelong psycho-social growth and life course principles of human development, older couples generally possess rich and valuable resources from diverse aspects of life. However, empirical evidence, on whether these supports are fully transferred to benefit themselves as they age, remains uncertain due to inevitable physiological decline and increasing caregiving strains. The present study explicated the underlying processes of the older Chinese couples in forming a dyadic resilience model as they age with chronic illnesses. Using in depth interviews, 15 pairs of older Chinese couples were interviewed twice through home visits. The conversations were transcribed and analyzed using thematic analysis. Eight themes related to resilience and challenges of spousal caregiving were identified: 1) insights and acceptance of the chronicity of illnesses, 2) a sense of purpose and commitment as being the spouse in providing care for each other, 3) mastering skills and resources to handle the duties, 4) mixed feelings when the spouse was functioning changes, 5) realizing the importance of self-care and lifemanagement, 6) cultivating positive meanings amidst difficult circumstances, 7) accepting things that cannot change, and cherishing on those aspects which are still functioning well, 8) working closely with other formal and informal support for common good. Findings have both practice and policy implications to health and social care practitioners in understanding different patterns of resilience as experienced by older Chinese couples in mitigating the developmental challenges from individual, relational and societal levels, and research implications in examining actor-partner interdependence practice in addressing caregiving challenges. In health care and senior housing and care, the challenge of meeting diverse regional workforce needs is increasingly important in higher education. Educators within gerontology are rising to this challenge using multiple platforms, including online education (Carter, Solberg, & Solberg, 2017; Nadash, Miller, Porell, Birchander, Glickman, & Burr, 2014) . This poster presents the life cycle of a traditional face to face introductory level graduate gerontology course which was transitioned to a fully online course. This transition was achieved using a structured course development process based on nationally recognized online course quality standards by Quality Matters (QM). Utilizing a team approach, the process incorporated faculty (subject matter experts and course developers), instructional designers, and professional staff in distance education, faculty teaching support, and online learning specialists. QM standards serve to assure quality online instruction, with the goal of providing students with a positive and successful online learning experience. Analysis of this case highlights the role of Certified (QM) peer reviewers who have expertise in Gerontology and can serve as the connector of online gerontology courses offered within programs, between institutions, and globally. Recommendations are presented to improve the pedagogical quality of online courses to attract and retain students in gerontology and aging studies courses. The case for building an initial network of online course peer reviewers to strengthen online teaching and learning within the gerontology profession will be made. This research will present the association between physical frailty and depressive symptoms among U.S. Chinese older adults, and the extent to which social support moderates the relationship. Cross-sectional data were obtained from the Population Study of Chinese Elderly in Chicago collected between 2011 and 2013 (N=3,157). Physical frailty
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